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His~o~ic Ro~kledge· Is Comi~g 1\~ive 
· Again .With Careful Plastic Sui~g¢ry ., 
By JOAN MOWER 

JM Staff Writer 
One of Occoquan's most · 

impressive historical 
showpieces. the 18th century 
house, Rockledge, is having 
plastic surgery. 

The three-story house built 
in 1758 was purchased in 
December by . Donald 

J Sonners owner . of 
t · Blackbeard ' s Inn in 

Occoquan. Sonners and his 
)Ut wife .are authentically · 
Je restoring the Rockledge and 
to plan to live in the house. It 
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has been vacant since 1959. 

Perched atop steep Rock 
terraces , Rockledge 
commands a picturesque 
view of the Occoquan river 

.__and neighboring Fafrfa'x 
county . According to 
Sonners , the house ' s 
foundations stand in a rock 
base.· 

Rockledg(;! has a long 
gabled roof with narrow 
dormers. There are over a 
dozen rooms in the house, 
most of which have 
fireplaces . It was 
constructed under the 
architectural supervision of 
Matthew Buckland, the 
architect responsible. for 
designing Gunston Hall. 

"We plan to · restore 
Rockledge just as it was in 
the past,'' said Sonners. as he 
supervised several workers 
one rainy afternoon last 
week. Both the Sonners have 
carefully ·researched the 
history of the house and 
houses of the same period. 
. Although Rockledge 

r e quires fe w structural 
changes. the entire house has 
been insulated. electrically 
wired. The walls must be 
):llastered . with gunnite. and 
the floors reboarded. Sonners 
said. 

Sonners is impressed with 
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completely renovated, and 
encased in bri<;:k. 

The second floor is slated 
for the bedrooms. The third 
floor will also be made into 
bedrooms, perhaps for the 
Sonners' children, arenda, 14 
and Steven, 8. 

A unique program of music 
for the 4 to 8 yr. old. 

Classes starting on Feb. 14 
At Manassas Presbyteridn Chur~h· 

9329 Main St., Manassas 

Registrations now being taken 

For More Information Call: 
368-l 037 or 368-0806 

hours, " he recounted. 
The house should be ready 

for occupancy in a few · 
months, The bad weather has 
slightly · snagged the 
schedule, Sonners said. He 
admitted that renovation was 
costing "an awful lot. " 
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